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Based upon our conversati.ons regarding the l-,eeds Silver Reclamation
Site, I have drawn up a general scope of work/outli.ne for potential
saurpling at the site in support of the Removal Program-

As we had discussed, the general objective would be to deternine if
the material within the two catchment ponds, below the tailings
pile, pose a substantial and irnrninent threat to the surrounding
Enviroinent and particularly the wetland below the tailings pile.
If this were to te the case, then, treatment of the ponds and the
tailings on the leachpad may be appropriate.

I would anticipate that the effort would require two to three days
of actual field work. water and sediment samples would be
collected from each of the catchrnent ponds and the wetland below
the ponds. These sampl"es would be analyzed for relevant chemj-ca1
pararneters and toxicity.

Screening , by XRF, of surface and subsurface wetland soils would
be conduCted to deternine if historical releases from the catchrnent
ponds occurred; thereby, docurnenting the potential for future
release.

As noted in our site visit, several large willow trees exist in the
upper and the lower wetland areas. However, the willows j-n the
uiier wetland, closer to the catchment ponds, appear to be^ in
relatively poor condition. The growth rings of the willows from
both arei=-wi11 be-evaluated for when these trees experience
problerns. The data generated would be used in an attenpt,to
Lvaluate when (and polential relationship to the site and site
activities exists) tihe apparent stress occurred. If additional
wood.y species are present-iuch that another tree can be evaluated,
these trees will also be sampled.

During the site visit, a lirnited survey of the flora and fauna at
the site was conducted. This survey would be expanded so that a
more accurate evaluation of food chain pathhlays may be evaluated
for potential threat. Ad.ditionally, thi! information may provide
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an indication as to whether or not the desert tortoise could
util-ize the area.

As stated above, I believe this effort would use approxinately
three field days, the validation and compilation of data, along
with production of the report should take an additional two months
(this is mostly due to the toxicity tests which reguire 14 days to
conduct, although I think the animals will die a lot sooner than
that). I believe the study could be conducted any time this fall-
or next spring; currently, I am unsure if the qrinter would be an
appropriate tine for the study.

ff you have any questions, give me a call at 908-906-6826.
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Virgin Rlver Chub
lJoundfin l.linnow -
Desert Tortoise -
Peregrine Falcon -

- G{lg robus!f, reminuda
Pl aqopterus arsenli sslmus
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We have reviewed youl letter requesting information on sensitive
near the Leeds Silvei Reclamation Site (EpA $UT0gg1S506i9). Ir
tl]e.fo-] 'l owing ljsted endanEered and threatened spec.ies may occurof lnfluence of this action:
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He woulrl Iike to bring to your attention species whlch are candidates foroffic'ial ljstjns as threatened or endangerbd. uhite these species have no
lesa] protection under the Endangered specles nci, we asr ttrit you t,ry to
avoid them.if-they are found tn ihe areb. ianoioita speci6i-r.rhi;h *a! 6icur]n the Leeds Creek and Quall Creek rlparian areas are:

Relict Leopard Fnog - gglg onca
Virgln Thlstle - Circiurn viiEJi'ens,ls

The.Fe<leral agency permltting or othenlise authorizing your project should
fgvieq your.proposed action and determlne if the action'l/'toulij a+fect anyilsreo specles or lheir critical habltat. If the determination is .may-
affec!' for listed species, they must request in writing rorma] consultation
from the Assisranr F'ield supervlsor, u.s. Fish and llildiif; sirvice isiiviiilat the address given above. At thac time, yotr shouid Drovlde this oitice i-
copy of the biologica] assessment and any other relevaht information thai
asslsted you jn reachlng your conclusion'.

specific concerns that the service has about this project and its potentlal
impacts on rhreatened and endangerea speciei iie-ai ioiiinrl- '

The Vlrgin River chub.and woundfin minnow occur in the Vlrqln Rlveriffinedlatelv b_elorr Quait creek Reservoir. itrii aiia-i'i ,itnili is mit"s
downstream of the Leeds Silver Reclamation Site-

Low densiti desert tortoise habitat is located on the northwest side ofInterstdte 15 from near sr,. George to withln about t.5 miiti-oi r_eeos
and also southeast of Leeds. iledium ano ntgn oinsiiv-uie'oicurs in an
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area ?.5 mi'les southwest of Leeds. A peregrlne falcon pair nests about
2 miles northwest of the Leads Sl]ver Reclamation 5ite.

The Service can enter jnto formal Sectlon 7 consu'ltatjon only with another
Federal agency. State, county, or any other goverhrnentdl or prjvate
organizations can participate jn the consultatlon prccess, help prepare
jnfonnation such as the biologlcal assessment, participate in meetjngs, etc.

Your attentlon ls also d1 rected to Section 7(d) of ths Endangered Specles Act,
as amended, whlch underscores the requirement that the Federal agency or the
applicant shall not make any irreversr'ble or irretrievab'le comlitment of
resources durlng the consultation period which, in effect, would deny the
formuiation or lnplernentatlon of reasonable and prudent alternatives regardlng
their actions on any endangered or threatened species.

If you have quest{ons or t+e can be of further assistance, please advlse us.
The Service representat,lve who wi'l I prov'ide you tachnical assistance is Bruce
waddell or Hark stanger ar (Eol) 5?4-5630.
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